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Special Christmas Events  
 

Learn about Godõs love and grow in faith in Jesus this Christmas season!  Christ is born!! 
 

Christmas Family Brunch 
Saturday, Dec. 9 from 11 am - 1 pm 

Christmas crafts, games, food, and the story of  
Jesusõ birth.  All families welcome! 

 

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday, Dec. 10 at 12:30 pm (after worship) 
Kids and adults visit and sing with residents at 

the Peopleõs Retirement Center. 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 17 during 11 am worship 
Enjoy the message of  hope and joy the children 
bring! 

 

Christmas Eve Morning Worship 
Sunday, December 24 
9:30 am:  Breakfast 

10 am:  Worship (NOTE: Only one worship service this Sunday morning!) 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Sunday, December 24 

5:00 pm: Childrenõs Christmas Eve Worship  
Come for a child-friendly celebration of Jesusõ birth! 

7:00 pm:  Christmas Eve Worship 
Come celebrate Jesusõ birth with the Gospel Choir, candle-lighting, & carols! 

Peace Thanksgiving Dinner Sat, Nov. 18 at 5:30 pm. Come to this community celebration in the  
multipurpose room, an opportunity to thank God for all Godõs good gifts! Youõre invited to bring a potluck item 
(sign up!) and invite friends, family, and neighbors. All are welcome! Questions? Call Teresa Jackson  
(253-212-1040). 
 

Holiday Bazaar  FriðSat Dec. 1-2, 9amð3pm at Peace. Inexpensive holiday gifts and low-cost meal.  
Proceeds go to the Peace Emergency Assistance Fund. We will be accepting donations of used household items. 
 

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, & Chocolate  Fair Trade coffee, tea, and chocolate will be available for purchase  
between worship services 3 Sundays in Advent Dec 3, Dec. 10, Dec. 17. This is your opportunity to buy for 
yourself or for a holiday gift. Your purchase will not benefit a  grocery chain, middle man, or a barista, but profits 
go to the grower whose work along with Godõs blessing produced the product. Itõs an outreach for sharing  
ministry with others far away.  Comeébuyéshare... 
 

Interested in Learning More about Faith in God and Service through the Church?  Want to Become a 
Member of Peace?  Join a Saturday class Dec. 2, 10ð2:30pm called òFoundations of Faith and Peaceó  
exploring marks of being a follower of Jesus and what it means to serve Him in and through Peace 
Lutheran Church and Community Center.  Lunch provided.  Interested? See Pastor John. 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday, Dec 10, 10 am  Agenda: 
¶ Election of Council Officers and At-Large Council Positions 
¶ Adoption of the 2018 Ministry Plan (Budget) 
¶ Approval of the New Peace Community Center Board Members 
  

Christmas Open House at Pastor John and Leighõs  You are invited to our Christmas Open House on  
Sunday, December 17 from 4ð7 pm at our home, 922 S. Cushman!!  Come for refreshments and  fellowship! Peace Lutheran Church 2106 S. Cushman Avenue Tacoma, WA 98405, 253-383-1317 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

Spotlight on Service 
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 Pastorõs Reflection  

 
òThe people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darknessñon them light has shined.ó   
     --Isaiah 9:2 
 

òLet us focus on Jesus, the source and goal of our faith.ó   
     --Hebrews 12:2a 
 

People of Peace, 
 

When I was in college, I studied optics in physics classes, and I  
often think about the properties of light when I think about God 
and our lives as followers of God. 
+ Light has a source.  God is the source of light, we hear in  
Genesis 1. 
+ Light is absorbed.  As we listen to Godõs Word, worship and 
pray, study scripture, share Christian fellowship, and give and serve 
in Godõs name, we absorb Godõs light in our lives. 
+ Light is reflected.  Just as the moon is not a source of light but is 
lighted because it reflects the sun, we are not the source of light but 
we reflect Godõs light in our lives. 

+ Light is refracted.  Light is bent when it passes through a different medium, like water or glass, 
producing a variety of colors, like a rainbow.  The light of Christ in each of us shines through us in 
different unique ways, bringing out a beautiful diversity of gifts. 
 

Christmas is often called the season of light.  In our northern hemisphere, as the days get shorter 
and darker, in the season of Advent we light more and more candles on the Advent wreath as we  
anticipate celebrating Jesus, the light coming into the darkness of our world.  Jesus is the light of 
the world, we hear in Johnõs Gospel. 
 

Sometimes I think of Jesus like a laser lightñGodõs light focused in one person, shining so 
brightly and so intensely in the direction of Godõs will, Godõs love, Godõs justice. 
 

At Peace this Fall, we have been invited to focus on Jesusñto make Jesus and his way our central 
point of attentionñthrough what weõve called FOCUS groups.  Six different small groups have 
met for about six weeks digging deep into topics of living as beloved children of God, spiritual  
formation, Christian responses to racism and economic poverty, faith and justice, and being an ally 
with marginalized people. 
 

There are so many distractions that take our eyes off Jesus and his way of following and that blur 
our visionñfamily struggles, economic challenges, illnesses and addictions, grief and depression, 
the daily news, you name itñbut the Bible and the church can be Godõs magnifying glass to focus 
our vision on Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

We prepare to celebrate again this Christmas the good news that Jesus is God come in person to 
meet us just where we are, know us, and love us.  Letõs walk in that light! 
 

òWeõll walk in the light, beautiful light.  Come where the dew-drops of mercy are bright. 
Shine all around us by day and by night.  Jesus, the light of the world!ó 
 

May you have a blessed Advent and Christmas, bright with the light of God in Jesus! 
 

           Pastor John  
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Maya Kagochi Baptism ð  

ñLet your light so shineéò 



Greetings Peace Family,  
The Holidays are upon us! We greeted Fall with a 
successful Harvest Fest. Many families from the  
community joined us for games, crafts, chili dogs and 
lots of candy. Smiles lit up the multipurpose room as 
children ran around from game to game and enjoyed 
Bingo, painting, spider racing and making beaded 
pumpkins. Thank you to everyone who helped,      
donated and attended. I couldnõt have done it without you! 
 

We are excited to start Kids@Peace, Ariah, our Vision & Call intern will be leading Kids@Peace and I will be 
participating and supporting her. She has some great things planned for the kids and I believe they will grow in 
their understanding of God and have a great time.  We are getting ready for our Family Christmas Brunch on 
December 9th 11am-1pm,and the Childrenõs Christmas program on December 17th during the 11am service.  
I hope to see you there! 
 

Angel Choir has a NEW PRACTICE TIME starting in December!  Kids 4 years old to 8th grade, come practice 
1st and 3rd Sunday mornings during the Sunday School Hour, after Godly Play from 10:30-10:50 am in the  
anctuary. Angel Choir will sing at the Childrenõs Christmas Program Sunday Dec. 17. 
 

We are always looking for volunteers! If you would like to... 
*Bring snack for Kids@Peace 
*Volunteer to hang out with us during Kids@Peace 
*Help with the Family Christmas Brunch 
*Help with the Childrenõs Christmas Program 
*Lead Childrenõs Worship on Sunday at 11am service.... 
 

If any of these interest you, please contact me and I will get you plugged in. Thank you & Blessings, 

     Charissa Carroll, Childrenõs Outreach and Ministry Coordinator 

Childrenõs Ministry  

Those who celebrateé 
· All Godõs children giving thanks this Christmas for God coming in Jesus to know us, love us, & save us 
· Newly baptized:  Maya Mumbi Matias Kagochi 
· The Peace community as we reach out to Hilltop families, especially in community meals, affordable 

housing, academic support, enrichment opportunities, mentoring, & faith offerings for all 
  

Those who are hurting... 
· All who grieve the death of loved ones, for comfort and hope in Christ, especially the families of Tony 

Hargrove, Nguyen Tran, Lucille Edwards, Valli Jensen, and Marilyn Ponnikas 
· All who are ill, facing surgery, recovering from hospitalization, for healing 
· All who struggle financially, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually, for hope 
· All who are living in crisis 
· All who live midst violence, war, or unrest, especially the people of Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, 

Central African Republic, Ukraine, Iraq, and the Holy Land.  For refugees fleeing war and poverty... 
 

Our worké 
· Our affordable housing ministry 
· Our ministry of sharing Jesusõ love with children, youth, and families 
· Our work for justice and peace in our world, sharing conversations around race and building bridges 

among people 
 

Partners in mission & serviceé 
· Peace Community Center - tutoring, mentoring, supporting Hilltop families  
· Our global partners: Davis family in Africa, Rev. Jane Kagochi in Kenya, our companion synod in     

Namibia, the church in South Sudan, Sevigny family in Japan, Preston family & the church in China, 
House of Prayer Navajo Lutheran Church in AZ 

· Living Stones prison congregation 
· Faith Action Network leading in advocacy for justice for all, and for political leaders 
 

For the complete list, see Sundayõs bulletin. 
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Remember in Prayer 

Philippians 4:6  
6Do not worry about anything,  

but in everything  
by prayer  

and supplication  
with thanksgiving  

let your requests be made  
known to God.  

 

 

 
Music Ministry   

 

 

Music Director Jimothy Rogers is on vacation for a few weeks as he and Tracey 
Williams celebrate a huge milestone togetherñtheir wedding! Jimothy and 
Tracey were married on November 11, and Pastor John led their marriage  
service in Baltimore, their hometown!  Praise and thanksgiving to God! 
 
Music ministry continues to move forward at Peace as the Gospel Choir, Angel 
Choir, musicians, and song leaders share their gifts to lead music in worship. The 
Gospel Choir is preparing a special program of Christmas music for the 7 pm 
Christmas Eve service.  The Angel Choir is starting a new rehearsal schedule in 
December ñ first and third Sunday mornings at 10:30 am after the Godly Play 
Sunday School class.  A new (to us) Knabe grand piano was purchased for our 
sanctuary through the generous donations of some individuals at Peace, and a 
fourth concert in the òConcert Series for Peaceó celebrated this beautiful  

instrument and featured Jimothy playing a wide selection of different genres of music.  We also 
heard from our own Josiah Anderson playing his cello and our own gospel singer, Major Whitten, 
Jr.  Look forward to hearing from the Gospel Choir and others in 2018 as the Concert Series  
continues.  Donõt miss the òCongratulations Jimothy and Tracey Wedding Brunchó on Sunday 
November 26 during the Faith Education Hour starting at 9:45 am!  Come share in their joy!  
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Angel Choir sings in worship 

Jimothy and Traceyõs 
wedding in Baltimore 

November 11 



In October, in partnership with Peace  
Community Center, we were proud to  
introduce Ariah Phillips and Juwan Banks as 
our new Vision and Call Fellows.  These two 
gifted individuals will be serving at the  
Elementary and High School level working to  
further bridge and strengthen the relationship 
studentsõ share between the church and  
center. They will be embedded with the  
community centers service team outreaching 
and serving students at McCarver Elementary 
and the Hilltop Scholars Program.  Read a bit 
about them below. 
 

Juwan: Some of my interest and things that I 
like to do besides working for the community 
center are running, working out, writing, and 
reading when I find the space and time to do 
so. I also like hiking long walks to clear my mind and meditating singing, creating lyrics. I like being  
adventurous and doing and learning new things, trying new things.  I like This Is Us the TV show, along with 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine.  I like laughing and making others laugh by telling ridiculous jokes, and even really bad 
dad jokes. Something I really enjoy about work is the team spirit we share I love my boss and communication we 
have here. The open dialogue of changes I would like to see and things of that nature.  
 
Ariah : My nameõs Ariah Phillips, Vision and Call for the Elementary team at McCarver. I enjoy playing sports, 
singing, as well as spending time with friends and family.  Working at Peace so far has been amazing! Iõm  
learning about new things every day, and getting the opportunity to work with a great group of people that 
want to see a difference in youth. 

 
In service, 

Brendan Nelson ,      

Director of Childrenõs, Youth and Family Ministry 

Youth Ministry: Vision & Call 2017 -2018 

4 

 

Dear Friends and Family! 

Coming 
In Congo in 2010, we accepted a call to go to a tiny island we had never heard of with the hope of reinforcing the 
work of 2 faithful ladies by establishing a ministry team.  A year later 11 more people joined us, who we led 
through a two year ministry training program in engaging this people group.  God has been faithful!  Now, 7 
years on, little Vanilla island has a team of 9 people living in 5 communities with the people and sharing food,  
language and life!  The ministry has developed into an English center serving over 100 students, a clinic that  
provides care in the farthest flung island village, and an exploration into business as a witness in professional  
circles.  On top of this, the Word is being translated into local language and tools to share the Good News in  
audio and video have also been developed.  Praise be to the Lord ð we claim no glory!   
May the Light continue to spread on this island ð we are still waiting to see the Body emerge.   
Pray for the continued work in this place that has been our home for the last 6 years ð Praise for all that 
we have been blessed to be a part of! 
  

Moving 
So, it was surprising that we felt the call of the L0.d to take another step of changeéwe have turned over team 
leadership to a capable team member and trust God will continue his powerful work in this team.  We are packing 
our things into a humorous assortment of suitcases, duffel bags, and footlockers, and have started sending them by 
fishing boat to the neighboring island where we will start basing out of starting in September.  We continue in our 
role of Unit leadership (over the 3 islands) and feel this is the best place to coordinate a ministry strategy for this 
people group.  Over the course of the next three months it is our hope to visit all 3 with the intent of partnering 
with other teams, other organizations, and all òKingdom-minded believersó in using a cohesive strategy among 
these people.  We also plan to visit a neighboring country where a huge population of our people go to university, 
another where most of their businessmen go for commerce, and a third where many go as illegal immigrants  
looking for a better life.  
We are developing partnerships in all of these places!  Pray with us that our travels and connections will 
be to His glory!   Praise that we have so much to do! 
 

Recuperating 
In our last email we mentioned that in December we will return to the US for a few 
months.  Our time in the States is a time for us to take a step back from our work on 
the front lines and to reconnect with you all!  We have reserved our apartment in 
Pasadena, California, and have enrolled the girls in school starting in January.  We 
plan to be in Ohio for Christmas and then head to the West Coast for the 
Spring.  We love our work, but we are looking forward to a change of pace, and the 
chance to recharge.  We will give you more details as we know them ð dates, 
flights, etc. but you can start praying about this as early as you want to!  
Pray for Godõs provision, for rest, and for Tovah and Lami as they make  
another transition in their nomadic lives!  Praise that we have this  opportunity 
to see many of you again!     

Thatõs our newsé  Weõd love to hear from you!                    Davis and Jen  

Davis Family Update 

Jen, Davis and their two daughters, Tovah 
and Elami, are from Peace Lutheran and are 

serving overseas on  
an African island. 

  
Check our their blog at  

davisandjen.blogspot.com  
for more pictures and updates. 
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Special Worship Services at Peace this Fall  

 

 

Mending Wings Native  

American Ministry from the 

Yakama Nation led  

Dancing Our Prayers on  

Bishop Abuoi from the Anglican 

Church of South Sudan visited Peace 

Martin Luther visited on Reformation 

Sunday October 29, the 500th  

Davis & Jen 

 

Vision & Call Fellows Andrea Garcia, Hailie Maas,  

and Sierra Diamond 

 

Commissioning Juwan Banks & Ariah Phillips as Vision & Call Fellows 

Upcoming Youth Events 

Nov 25 5-8 pm   Zoo Lights Trip 

Dec 9 1-3 pm     Christmas Tree Decorating 

Dec 22 5-8 pm    Holiday Progressive Dinner 

Jan 13 10-5 pm  Mt. Rainier Trip 


