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Help with Summer Bible Adventure Summer Bible Adventure is one day only this year—Friday, July 
27th from 4-8pm. We need your help to make this event a success. We are looking for volunteers,  
donations, and are counting on you to invite your friends and family. If you are able to volunteer your 
time please let me know. A list of needs and volunteer positions will be posted soon. Questions?  Contact 
Charissa at charissa@peacetacoma.org. 
 

Ambassadors for Christ Team  Want to be in a group that meets quarterly to give leadership, ideas, 
and strategies for all types of outreach for Jesus as we follow our calling as a congregation to reach out to 
our neighbors with God’s love?  Sign up at the Koinonia Corner.  Questions? Ask Teresa  
Jackson (212-1040) or Pastor John. 
 

Community Bible Study on Break for Summer  The Community Bible Study on Wednesday evenings 
led by Pastor John is taking a break for summer.  We’ll resume the Bible study in September. 
 

Women’s Bible Study  All are invited to the Women’s Bible Study group at 10 am on the second  
Thursday of the month. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  The Men’s Breakfast and Bible study meets the second Saturday of the month 8–9:30 
am in the multipurpose room. Connect with God and share fellowship with other men! Invite someone! 
 

FaithQuest Children’s Summer Bible Program Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 3:15–4:15 pm July 10 – 
August 1. Right here at Peace! Fast-paced Bible lessons, fun activities, snacks!  All elementary aged  
children are welcome! 
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Peace at the Park 

Wednesday July 18 and Wednesday August 15 
5:30-7:30 pm 

Wright Park, 501 S I St, Tacoma 
 

Everyone is invited to gather at Wright Park with 
Peace friends, neighbors, and the community.  Bring 
your own picnic items to share.  Kids, enjoy the spray 

park and playground.  If you want, bring  outdoor play 
items (balls, games, etc.) to share. 

 

 
 

Summer Bible Adventure!! 
(also known as Vacation Bible School) 

Theme: “Creation” 
One day only!  Friday July 27 

 4-8 pm 
Peace Lutheran Church 

 

Kids and families, come for a one day        
adventure to learn about God’s creation and 

how we’re called to take care of it. 
See and pet live animals!  Share a meal! 

Enjoy fun activities! 
Free!  Register at the Koinonia Corner! 

Summer Bible Adventure last summer!! 



People of Peace, 
 

“We are God’s building project, God’s mas-
terpiece, created in Christ to do God’s work.” 

(Ephesians 2:10) 
 

Paul writes, “I am confident of this, that the 
one who began a good work among you will 

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ.”   (Philippians 1:6) 

 
Summer is upon us, and it’s a season of building and growth.  I see that all around me.  Grass, trees, 
gardens are growing and thriving!  When I go home to my house in the Hilltop, I see that the same 
three houses surrounding our house are still being renovated, one year after each started.  This summer 
at Peace, we hope to be starting phase 2 of our building renovation, and our space will be impacted.  All 
of this is a reminder that we’re always under construction—learning, growing, experiencing change.  
At the same time, God’s promises in scripture tell us, we’re God’s building projects, created to do God’s 
work.   Even when it’s hard to see it, God who has begun a good work in us is going to bring it to  
completion some day! 
 
This is good news!  When I was a kid, I remember a picture we had hanging in our kitchen of a toddler 
sitting in his high chair, a bowl of spaghetti upside down on his head.  The caption read, “Please be  
patient.  God isn’t finished with me, yet.”  I remember as a teenager thinking, “Why would somebody 
waste a good bowl of spaghetti by dumping it over their head?”  As a parent of a three and four  
year-old, I now know it’s not worth it to even ask that question.  How would it help our relationships 
to remember, “God isn’t finished with us, yet”?  Next time you find yourself saying, “This will never 
work out.  I’m never going to find my way out of this one.  Where’s our world headed? How can  
anything good come out of this?”, remember, God’s creation takes time.  And what God creates is good.  
Dr. King said, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.”  There’s hope! 
 
We’re in the season of Pentecost in the church, a season of growing in faith by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  I pray that you will let God’s Spirit be at work in your this summer to help you grow and be  
renewed.  What is God building in you and through you this summer? 
 

God’s peace, 

Pastor John 
 

Welcome Intern Pastor Louise Buckles!!   
For the first time in many years, Peace Lutheran Church will have a full-time seminary intern, a  
student in training to be a pastor.  Intern Louise is a student at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary 
in Berkeley, California, studying to be a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  
She will serve as our intern pastor for 10 months starting Sunday, July 15, when we will welcome her 
in worship with a Service of Beginning.  She will be commuting from her home in Shelton, WA.  Our 
larger ELCA will be providing full funding for Intern Louise to be with us.  We look forward to her 
gifts and to serving with her in the Peace community.  Pastor John will be her supervisor as she  
experiences all aspects of pastoral ministry at Peace.  Please open your hearts and your arms to receive 
Intern Louise and to give her support and help on her journey toward becoming an ordained pastor! 

 Pastor’s Reflection  
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 Peace Summer Calendar 
All events take place at Peace Lutheran Church unless otherwise specified. 

June 10th (Sunday)  Celebration of Graduates in worship 
June 17th (Sunday)  Welcome to New Members in worship!   9:30 am Father’s Day breakfast 
June 24th (Sunday)   Confirmation Sunday 
June 25th - July 26th Hilltop Scholars Middle School Summer Academy 
June 25th - August 2nd McCarver Scholars Elementary Summer Academy 

July 8th-13th    High School Mission Trip to Portland with Kaleo Missions 
July 10th - August 1st Tues & Weds 3:15-4:15 pm FaithQuest (Elementary Faith Program) 
July 15th (Sunday)  Service of Beginning for Intern Pastor Louise Buckles 
July 16th-27th  Hilltop Scholars High School Summer Academy 
July 18th (Wednesday) Peace at the Park (Wright Park), 5:30-7:30 pm 
July 27th (Friday)   Summer Bible Adventure - “Creation,” 4 - 8 pm.  Note: One day only!! 

August 15th (Wed) Peace at the Park (Wright Park), 5:30-7:30 pm 
Note:  Beginning in July and continuing for several months, a time of facility renovation is planned, with 
the construction of a new expanded kitchen, an office wing, and changes in the multipurpose room, the 
wonderful fruit of the Peace Community Center campaign.  God will be calling us to flexibility and  
patience as we wait for this work to be accomplished.  Programs and activities will be adjusted according 
to facility availability.  What a blessing to anticipate new, useable space for God’s ministry! 

 June 

July 

 August 
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 September 

September 16th (Sunday) Rally Sunday!  Sunday School kick-off for the fall at 9:45 am! 

Youth work hard on last year’s mission trip in Yakima 

Pastor John brings out the “Alleluia” on Easter Sunday! 



 
 
 
 
 

 

                                               

                                                                            Kids@Peace craft time! 

Greetings Peace family,  

I can’t believe it’s almost summer! The Children’s ministry had a wonderful turnout for the Easter Eggstrava-

ganza and the families had a great time learning about the resurrection, eating chili dogs and enjoying some 

yummy treats. Kids@Peace came to a close at the end of May and will resume in September. Children’s worship 

on Sunday mornings has had some new faces and plenty of energy. We are looking forward to our one day 

Summer Bible Adventure in July and FaithQuest elementary faith program in the summer. 

I would like to thank all of the volunteers who have helped with donations, set up, clean up, children’s worship, 

Kids@Peace, van driving, crafts and all the other help that has been provided to make the events here possible. 

Blessings to you!  If you are interested in helping in any way with the Children’s Ministry, please contact me at 

charissa@peacetacoma.org. 

Charissa Carroll,  Children’s Outreach & Ministry Coordinator  

 

Children’s Ministry  

Those who celebrate… 
· Newlyweds: Thomas Love & Erin Lomax, Kellee Rubio & Chris Colby, Sandra Dotter & Bruce Puckett 
· Confirmed in faith:  Kamari Carroll, Nathan Stoll 
· The Peace community as we reach out to Hilltop families this summer, especially in academic support, 

enrichment opportunities, mentoring, & faith offerings for all 
  
Those who are hurting... 
· The hungry, all suffering economic poverty, the incarcerated, those without homes, all without hope... 
· All who grieve the death of loved ones 
· All who are ill, facing surgery, recovering from hospitalization, for healing 
· All who struggle financially, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually, for hope 
· All who live midst violence, war, or unrest, especially the people of Syria, Afghanistan, South Sudan, 

Iraq, Ukraine, the Holy Land, and Central African Republic 
  
Our work… 
· Our ministries in community development, especially in affordable housing 
· Our ministry of sharing Jesus’ love with children, youth, and families 
· Our work for justice and peace in our world, building bridges among people 
  
Partners in mission & service… 
· Peace Community Center - tutoring, mentoring, supporting Hilltop families  
· Our global partners: Davis family in Africa, Rev. Jane Kagochi in Kenya, our companion synod in  

Namibia, the church in South Sudan, the church in China, Preston family in China, Sevigny family in 
Japan, House of Prayer Navajo Lutheran Church in AZ 

· Living Stones prison congregation in Shelton 
· Faith Action Network leading in advocacy for justice for all, and for political leaders 
  

For the complete list, see Sunday’s bulletin. 
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Remember in Prayer 

Philippians 4:6  
6Do not worry about anything,  

but in everything  
by prayer  

and supplication  
with thanksgiving  

let your requests be made  
known to God.  
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Women’s Ministry  
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 Each month on the second Thursday of the month, women in our      
church meet for bible study at 10 am. We use the bible study lessons 
found in the Gather magazine. Copies of the lesson are provided for 

those who do not have access to the magazines. We bring our 
lunches to eat and fellowship together after each study. The church 

provides coffee and tea. We enjoy the time we have together to 
learn, fellowship and grow. Our hope is that you will join us.  

We would love to have you.   
                                                                                                                                  

In His Love, Jean Kampen & Teresa Jackson 
 



 

 

 

 

Music Ministry 
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Learners to Leaders - Thank you to everyone who came out to support our McCarver and Hilltop  
Scholars at our annual benefit event, Learners to Leaders! This year’s event was an amazing success. So 
many of you came out to hear students speak about their experiences and bond with other folks who are 
invested in the success of our Scholars. We are so honoured to have your support. Thank you for helping 
us raise $105,887 to support Hilltop students!  
 
Transition and Graduation Season - Congratulations to all of our Scholars who made the leap to the 
next level of their education! We celebrate all of our elementary students moving to middle school, our 
middle school students preparing for high school and our high school students who graduated and are 
looking forward to their post-secondary plans!  
 
Summer Academy 2018 - It’s time for Summer! Our elementary, middle and high school scholars are  
getting ready to kick off a summer season of fun, learning, and growth. Scholars will have the opportunity 
to build on their reading, writing, math and science skills in a creative environment that encourages  
academic and hands-on learning.  
 
Ways to get involved - Are you looking to get involved with Summer Academy, help students with 
homework during the school year, or even lead an enrichment activity? The Center would love to help you 
find a place where you can support Scholars! We have many ongoing opportunities for volunteer work. 
Please stop by and share how you would like to help or email us at info@peacecommunitycenter.org.  

Peace Community Center  
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Greetings Peace Family, 

This is the day that the Lord has made, We shall 

rejoice, and be glad in it ‘. Each week I leave  

Sunday worship filled with the presence of the 

Holy Spirit. Those moments when we, the  

congregation, unite our voices singing together 

the great hymns of the church. A wonderful  

worship experience. I smile when families visit us 

and decide to join us, sharing their excitement for 

the music and the message. These experiences 

provide the confirmation that Praise and Worship 

is happening and reaching others.  Additionally, the Gospel choir has sung at our first Concert ‘on the 

road’ since I began.  On Sunday May 20 at 3:00 pm, we provided a concert for Peninsula Lutheran 

Church in Gig Harbor. We shared Spirituals, traditional hymns and Gospel selections. 

The Peace Concert Series continued the afternoon of Sunday June 3 as we welcomed back the Indigo 

Jazz Band, performing a collection of jazz standards, songs and instrumental works featuring vocalists 

Charlotte Grayson and Erin Coates. A special thanks and recognition to Molly Crane who gave an  

excellent performance in the March concert. 

The Gospel Choir is growing, and we are 

happy to have Dorothy White, founder of the 

Choir, rehearsing with us weekly again.  

Rehearsals during the programmatic year are 

each Thursday evening at 7 pm, and during 

the summer we rehearse on the Thursday  

evenings at 7pm before the Sundays we sing.  

We sing each 2nd and 4th Sunday at the 11am 

service. Please join us if you are led to do so. 

‘We’ve come this far by faith, Leaning on the 

Lord!’ 

If you are interested in becoming a part of 
Peace Lutheran Church’s Gospel Choir,  
contact me. 
 

Jimothy Rogers 

Music Director,  jimothy@peacetacoma.org. 

mailto:info@peacecommunitycenter.org


 

 

 
 

 

 

Who’s Who on the Peace Lutheran Church Staff 
 

Pastor:  John Stroeh, ext 101, pastorjohn@peacetacoma.org 
 

Director of  Children, Youth & Family:  Brendan Nelson, ext. 103, youthministry@peacetacoma.org 
 

Children’s Outreach & Ministry Coordinator:  Charisssa Carroll, ext 114, charissa@peacetacoma.org 
 

Vision and Call Fellow - Children:  Ariah Phillips, ariaha@peacecommunitycenter.org 
 

Music Director:  Jimothy Rogers, ext 148, jimothy@peacetacoma.org 
 

Office Coordinator:  Damishe Greenwood-Walker, ext 100, plcadmin@peacetacoma.org  
 

Finance Coordinator:  Jean Kampen, jean@peacetacoma.org 
 

Nursery Care:  Rebecca Valencia 
 

Custodian:  Ana Sanchez 
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Holy Week Happenings at Peace Lutheran Church 

 

Peace Lutheran Church is Going Green!  
If  you would like to receive your newsletters by e-mail only to help 
us save on postage costs, save trees, and our earth’s limited resources 
please contact the church office at plcadmin@peacetacoma.org or at 
(253) 383-1317.  
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Youth Ministry 

Peace Family, 
 
As we enter into an extremely busy summer, I am always looking for  
volunteer leaders to serve in youth ministry. I believe that solid ministry 
is built on relationships between caring adults and students.  
Relationships are key to a young person feeling loved and understanding 
God’s love in practical ways. This is when real spiritual growth takes 
place in their life. 
 
We have had many opportunities this season where youth and adults 
had the chance to connect. It all started with an amazing  
intergenerational paint night that included an extensive pancake bar, 
music and beautiful pieces of art being created, we then had a series of 
engaging activities each Wednesday during Lent, and finally rounded 
things out two very heartwarming storytelling events, “when I was your 
age” and “when I’m your age.” These events gave youth and adults the 
opportunity to share their personal stories and engage in fruitful dialogue with one another.  
There will be more events like this scheduled in the coming months, so if you’re interested in being a 
storyteller please send me an email and we can get you set up. 
 
Lastly, I am gearing up to take high school youth to Portland, Oregon July 8th-13th for a meaningful 
service immersion with Kaleo Missions. This ministry addresses the pressing needs of individuals and 
families experiencing homelessness and poverty. Our youth will have the opportunity to do some hands 
on ministry on the streets of Portland, in the classroom with kids and in care facilities for those needing 
basic aid. I always look forward to this time and we truly do God’s work with our hands. I solicit your 
prayer requests as we embark on an amazing journey and ask that you keep our young people  
encouraged. 
 
Thank you all for the continued love and support. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
 

Brendan Nelson, Director of  Children, Youth & Family Ministry  

 

Lenten prayer walk in the Hilltop 

A wonderful Easter breakfast! 

Telling the Easter story at the Eggstravaganza 

Easter Sunday Angel Choir singing 

Palm Sunday at Peace 

Godly Play Easter Story 

mailto:pastorjohn@peacetacoma.org
mailto:youthministry@peacetacoma.org


Hello Peace and Happy Spring and almost Summer!  
 

Today is beautiful; the sun is shining and the world looks fresh and new. As Pastor reminds us these  
Sundays, we are still in Easter when the whole world, including Tacoma, is made fresh and new through 
Jesus’ resurrection and victory over death. 
 

These few months since our last letter the council has been shown some new things, started some new 
things and continued to work away at some of the same old things. A special committee, formed of  
interested people, studied our finances and made some recommendations for us to consider. The goal is to 
make our finances easier to understand and report to you and more accessible when needed. The  
committee worked hard and fast before Bill Hanawalt brought the list of ideas to us. A small committee 
from council is meeting to decide how to make the changes and in what order. I am guessing that 
changes mean work for Jean and Barb! 
 

We have also started thinking, talking, and planning for a security and safety plan for Peace. We want to 
keep our members, especially our kids, safe. We also want to be hospitable and welcoming to the  
community so have to find a balance. Anyone interested in working on this plan let me know. 
The members of council gathered at our house on a Saturday for a retreat style meeting. We worked on 
bringing the results of our Asset Mapping exercise to bear on our mission and ministry. The  
retreat part came when Lisa made us lunch! I certainly appreciate people who will give up their  
Saturday for Peace. 
 

Okay, so you have heard this before but this time we really mean it! The remodel and construction at 
Peace will begin soon and things may get crowded and chaotic. We will plan for this as much as practical 
but we will all need to be patient and accommodating. Sounds like Peace to me. 
         

Peace to You, 

Ben Flesher, Council President 
 

Your 2018 Church Council: President: Ben Flesher; Vice President: Tom Heavey; Treasurer: Barbara 
Hartness; Secretary: Ziyadah Gillis; Evangelism/Outreach: Teresa Jackson; Worship: Major Whitten; 
Stewardship: Carmen Lampman; Youth: Josiah Anderson; Education: Kit Thompson; Inreach: Jean 
Kampen, Ex-Officio: Pastor John, Ruth Tollefson (PCC Acting Exec. Director) 
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From the Church Council 

Compelled by the love of God and our faith in Jesus Christ, Peace Lutheran Church, a diverse people  
of faith, in partnership with Peace community Center, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world through 
worship, learning, giving, and serving. 

Core Values… 
Serve with COURAGE 
Embrace DIVERSITY 

Cultivate COMMUNITY 
Seek JUSTICE 

Vision Statement 
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  Stewardship Highlight: God’s Abundant Grace & Love 
s  

On Sunday June 17, we welcome 8 new church members.  What a blessing! 
 

Jessica & Zoe Creso: Jessica Creso and her daughter Zoe are from Tacoma. Jessica has 
worked as a makeup artist, stylist, and salon manager. Her interests include interior design, 
roller blading, hiking in the mountains, swimming and writing poetry. Jessica says what 
drew her to Peace Lutheran Church is the righteousness of people’s beliefs and the  
fellowship and peace through Jesus. 
 

Rebecca Foster: Rebecca hails from Boise, Idaho. She has resided in Tacoma for eleven 
years. Rebecca is a middle school teacher at Stewart. She enjoys working in her yard, 
playing the piano and going to the YMCA. Rebecca likes the diversity and authenticity 
here at Peace. She is excited to be a member. 
 

Matt & Allison Klump: Matt has worked as a custodian, camp/retreat center director, 
and youth director. He is a handyman and computer programmer. Allison has worked as a 
church receptionist, counseling office admin, and a nanny. They both enjoy board games. 
Matt is into emergency preparedness and building projects, while Allison also enjoys  
being outside and spending time with friends. What drew them to Peace Lutheran Church 
is the location (they live a block away!), diversity and community involvement.  

 

Susan Pierce: Susan has three daughters, two sons, and a granddaughter. She joined the 
Air Force at the age of 17. Susan has worked as a flight instructor for NATO in  
Germany, a secretary in Japan as well as an event coordinator with the teacher’s union. 
She enjoys sailing and travel and hospice care ministry. Susan says the one thing that 
draws her to Peace Lutheran Church is that we walk the talk! 

 

Cynthia & Bob Wu: Cindy and Bob have two children, Jocelyn and Jonathan. Bob is 
originally from Myanmar and Cindy from Fresno, CA. Bob is an anesthesiologist and 
Cindy works as a nursing instructor at PLU. Their interests include swimming,  
running races for the Orphans of Myanmar Education, and family! Bob and Cindy say 
that what drew them to Peace Lutheran Church is the diversity and the love! 

Peace Welcomes New Members! 

Stewardship Highlight:  Sowing God’s Seeds of  Blessings….. 
Not even our soggy Spring weather could dampen the energy and spirit found in the blessings God has 
planted in this place!  We sometimes get tunnel vision as we move along in our busy lives….meeting 
deadlines, attending meetings, planning and conducting the business of our lives.  Our work in God’s 
kingdom sometimes feels that way too! So much work to be done! But then it happens… God shows us 
the fruits of our labor and we are reminded that if we stop and look at and appreciate the outcomes of the 
work we are lifted and encouraged to continue to nurture His blessings.   Even the smallest seed, when 
nurtured and cared for, will grow and yield new life!  There are so many opportunities here at Peace to 
find your place, find an area of God’s garden that needs tending!   We invite you to look around Peace, 
look through the Ministry Plan, pray for the many ministries, lend yourself, your energy to tending the 
garden.   Share your treasures in first fruit giving! The community center itself was born from a tiny 
seed, it continues to yield and yield and yield!  Our music program is growing! Angel Choir is growing, 
our Affordable Housing ministry is taking root, Community outreach through our Youth and Family 
Ministry efforts are thriving!  The working being done to connect folks in our  
congregation that have needs with those that can help is also taking root.  So please be 
encouraged this summer and beyond to look around you to see where or how you can 

help us tend to this beautiful work!     Carmen Lampman, Stewardship Chair 

We believe God’s vision for Peace is to be a diverse community of faith in the Hilltop where all are         
welcome-a community that is Spirit-filled, compassionate, healthy, reconciled, and just.  

 

Mission Statement 


