
Notes from FATSAT Monthly Meeting 

October 12, 2025 

 

Opening Comments 
Nick opened the meeting with prayer. We shared events from recent weeks that gave us 
hope and concern. Sending troops to Portland – the truth came out in the actions of the 
locals: dressing in costumes, approaching it with the right attitude. Chicago is a concern – 
breaking down doors, taking children. Found ourselves agreeing with Marjorie Taylor 
Greene on two issues: healthcare for children affected by the government shutdown, her 
publicly stating Israel a genocide. The Pope’s speech was chilling and hopeful: dark days, 
lies stated as truth. We must stand on our faith and rely on one another. The Nobel Peace 
Prize was awarded to Maria Corina Machado for her tireless work promoting democratic 
rights for the people of Venezuela and for her struggle to achieve a just and peaceful 
transition from dictatorship to democracy. The Peace Prize Committee followed the 
standards of Alfred Nobel.  

Following the Steering Committee format of focusing on Lament, Hope, and Action: 

LAMENT: Diane focused on Psalm 10, a song of confidence in God’s ultimate triumph over 
evil, despite the temporary prosperity of the wicked. The Bible is pertinent and relevant over 
the centuries. Concerns: authoritarianism growing in the world, lies about what is 
dangerous, violations of the Constitution. January 6 is the biggest lie. Scripture was written 
in a different time but there are many similar themes. Marginalized people can’t live the 
American dream despite following all the rules. 

HOPE: Sally read the poem “Hope Is a Sewer Rat” by Caitlin Seida. Not a fleeting, fragile, 
fickle, easily crushed bird as described by Emily Dickinson in her poem “Hope Is the Thing 
with Feathers.” Hope is the ability to find a way to go on when nothing else can find a way 
in, something we cultivate in ourselves, a choice we make, a commitment. Hope binds us 
together; it is about other people, including those we disagree with. Part of our work is to 
create hope for us and others. God chooses the most unlikely people. Romans 5: rejoice in 
hope and suffering. Hope does not disappoint us. Isaiah 40: God offers hope, which is 
Invigorating and encouraging, and gets us excited about the work that lies ahead. Concept 
of a rope we all hold; together we do more. Sense of something bigger than ourselves.  

ACTION: Jo, Ben, and Tom – Ben drafted a letter to the Presiding Bishop; reviewed by Lynn, 
Jo, Tom. Intent – information piece telling him a little about what is going on here, 
welcoming him to share it with the greater ELCA and to guide us. Not confronting the 
bishop but asking what we can do. Example of small thing, lighting a candle in the window, 
as was done with the Underground Railroad. Lynn recommended citing a specific scripture. 
Inform Congregation, Council, Synod before Presiding Bishop. Keep people informed.  
We want to encourage the larger ELCA to participate in the candle practice. Candle - 
reminder of unity, keeps our hearts centered, symbol, ritual. Talk about having our 
congregation doing it. It has been meaningful in these ways. Need to be careful saying we 



resist the darkness – possible racist connotations. The Presiding Bishop is fully about 
justice and anti-racism. “We join you in your leadership of anti-racism, we know who you 
are and are grateful for all you are doing.” Miguel Gomez-Acosta wants to know what we are 
doing. Letter should include a quote from the Presiding Bishop on anti-racism and 
dismantling white supremacy. Use anti-racism toolkit when we are closer to completion of 
the letter. Check with anti-racism group. 
 
LIVING UNDIVIDED – Activating Communities for Racial Healing, Solidarity, and 
Justice.  https://undivided.us/livingundivided/  Diane learned of this organization from 
her son-in-law. Ford Foundation funding organizations doing antiracism work. 
Manifestation of Hope, establishing ways of using faith in their work. 
 
SHARING ACTION EXPERIENCES 
No Kings Day - October 18, several local opportunities to participate. 
The Tacoma Detention Center hosts events most Saturday afternoons. People marched 
from St. Leo’s to the Detention Center for a mass. 
Tacoma City Council will discuss people experiencing homelessness at the meeting on 
Tuesday, October 14 at 5 pm, 747 Market Street. A rally will take place prior to the meeting, 
at 4:30 pm. 
 
DECISIONS REQUIRING ACTION AND FOLLOW-UP 
We would like to lead an education hour on the candle ritual and eventual communications 
with the Presiding Bishop. Pastor John will talk with Lorena Guerrero, Council education 
chair. We may present jointly with the Anti-Racism Work Group. 
 
NEXT MEETING: November 9, 2025. 12:30 – 2 pm 
Lament – Rick  Hope – Lynn  Action – Planning education hour. 
 
*Steering Committee will meet October 26 following the 11 am worship service. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kit 

https://undivided.us/livingundivided/

