Notes from FATSAT Monthly Meeting
December 14, 2025

Opening Comments
Lynn read “Why We Light the Christ Candle”

Diane shared she has made a decision to no longer be in spaces where she cannot be
authentic. This group is one of those spaces where she can be her true self.

Nick told of Portland friends whose children attend a Spanish immersion school. A fellow
student’s parent was picked up by ICE and kept in detention for five weeks. When released,
he stayed for a time with the Cox family. He currently has an active asylum claim.

Lynn’s son and his friend have been helping an Afghan family. The father has been working
ata U.S. base, and they went through the asylum process. All that work has been
cancelled, and an investigation will be done.

For prayer time, each person shared one thing gives concern or hope: Afghan families,
people affected by the shooting at Brown University, terrible boldness of racism, Indiana
and Florida resisting conservative values, Holden Village shut down due to mudslide,
targeting of Jewish people in shooting in Australia, Nobel Prize winner Maria Corina
Machada as she travels to and from Venezuela, the name of Jesus being used in acts totally
counter to Christlike living, people in floods and other disasters not being helped and left
vulnerable, courage shown in controversial church nativity scene

Following the Steering Committee format of focusing on Lament, Hope, and Action:

LAMENT: Nick and Michaela were very influenced by Walter Brueggemann when they
attended Seattle School of Theology. Nick first read, then prayed “No Newness Yet” from
Brueggemann’s book “Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth.”

Discussion: Interesting to hear the difference between the piece being read and being
prayed. Wretchedness — how Jesus suffered and died. Move our hearts closer to the
passion of our lips. Calls in newness, what Christ did — nothing else in the world like it.
Reading through Psalms, moving experience, Brueggemann was a huge Psalms scholar.
Lament Psalms: | feel far from God — may we learn how to pray to be strengthened by this.

Lynn read the poem - “Toward the Light” by Ann Weems. Christmas peace comes when we
turn to the darkness to see the Light of the World.

HOPE: Diane read scriptures - Romans 12:12, Romans 15:13. God has given her the gift of
hope, and she feels she especially has to hold on to this right now. She gave readings from
Marianne Williamson. Psalm 18:1 God is my rock in whom | take refuge.



Discussion: Active hope, many people sacrificing their lives for peace. Spirit in this church,
happy to be part of this. New members — hopeful. It is essential for our faith to be
connected to a good congregation.

ACTION: All- Discussion of planning for January 25 worship services

What elements do we want to embed in our statement/presentation in worship?

Not just reading a statement and goals, but an invitation to participate.

Donations have been made toward providing each household with a candle and batteries.
For service details, please see Revised Flow of FATSAT Worship planning sheet.

NEXT MEETING: January 11, 2026. 12:30-2 pm
Lament — Sally Hope-Jo Action - Planning
Lament and Hope will be based on messages for January 25 worship services.

Respectfully submitted,
Kit



