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In today’s readings we hear about a prophecy and its fulfillment. In my 3 minutes, I want to 
tell you about this prophecy, and how it gives us two kinds of hope today.  

This was the prophecy from Isaiah. “ The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined.”   

In Isaiah’s time, the 7th century BC, Zebulun and Naphtali were two of the regions of Israel 
that were first invaded by the Assyrians. So the prophecy says things are bad for these 
places now, but in the future, God will make the region glorious.  

This is the first kind of hope: a macro-level hope. Things are bad now, but in the future 
God will cause things to be unimaginably better. The hope that applies to this region in 
Israel andit applies to God’s plan as a whole: there is evil and suffering on earth now, but 
God is redeeming it all. In Jesus we know love that is stronger than death. Good triumphs 
over evil, and God is making the whole world new. 

Then in Matthew we learn how this prophecy was fulfilled: 600-700 years later, 

 [Jesus] left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might 
be fulfilled: […]“ the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those 
who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." 

Of all the places in the world, that is where Jesus chooses to start his ministry in Zebulun 
and Naphtali. And it’s in how this prophecy plays out that we find our second kind of 
hope: a micro-level of hope. Hope in everyday life. 

Because Jesus’s light doesn’t come like huge cosmic event, like a huge sunbeam  in the 
middle of the night. He comes as a flame lit in people’s hearts. He recruits the first 
disciples two by two: Simon and Andrew, James and John. The light kindles in community. 
It’s intimate. Jesus brings his light in his conversations. In healing miracles for individual 
people.  He meets people where they are hurting the most and he restores them.  

This is where we find daily hope. Because our conversations, our actions, no matter how 
small and ineffectual we may feel, might actually have consequences of cosmic 
proportions. The choices we make as we follow Jesus change our lives and our community 
and our country.  Every conversation, every deed done in love. Loving our neighbor. Loving 
our enemies. Praying for those who persecute us. Turning the other cheek. Being the Good 
Samaritan. Guided and kindled by the light of God, Hope leads to action, and here I will 
turn it over to Lucas. 


