When | was a teenager, my parents told me in no uncertain terms that religion
and politics do not mix, meaning that the church should stay separate from and
“above” the fray of the political world around us. | never bought it. | knew that
political powers often use religion to dress up their quest for control. I've watched
that dance all my life. So, unless we want to be used, we must speak up. Besides,
whatever “religion” did or didn’t do, | knew faith was something else entirely.

What | have come to believe from a lifetime of studying the teachings of Jesus and
experiencing the saving power of the Holy Spirit, is that when political forces rise
to challenge and corrupt the foundational values of the Christian faith, the church
must rise to resist.

Just a few months into the new administration, | began to feel sick at heart. From
ICE oppression of immigrants, to the gutting of DEI, to turning away from the most
vulnerable in our nation and world, this administration went about the business of
bringing disruption and fear, especially to people of color and LGBTQI+ folks.
There followed the dismantling of vital institutions, the cavalier use of military
force, prosecution of perceived enemies. Then came threatening of allies,
discounting of our own democratic systems, ruptures to long agreed upon
relationships, betrayal of the world’s trust.

Some liken what is happening to the play book of Nazi Germany. We don’t have
to go there. What we see is a return to a playbook used in our own history, right
here in the United States, back to the era of white supremacy, White Christian
Nationalism, and the violent strategies of the Ku Klux Klan, now backed by many
of the policies and institutions of our own government. The politics of blood and
soil, might makes right, and dividing the world up into spheres of influence for the
most powerful to control has already taken hold.

It felt and feels to me that we as a country are becoming more aggressive. More
arrogant. More Cruel. More power hungry. More autocratic. And far less
concerned about the rule of law. It feels like darkness is descending.

What do we, everyday Christians, do at a time such as this? | can almost hear old
Mordecai say to Queen Esther in that marvelous biblical story about the saving of
the Jewish people from an autocratic king, “If you remain silent at this time, relief
and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place.... but who knows, you



may have come to the Kingdom for such a time as this!” The point being that
at every critical moment in history, the Spirit calls us to action for the
sake of the values and reign of God.

So, 8 months ago FATSAT (for a time such as this) was born. Now, a group of 15 or
so people meet monthly. Committed to shared leadership, we have developed a
meeting format focusing on Lament, as a commitment to truth telling, on Hope,
as the cornerstone of our faith, and on Action, as a requirement of faithfulness.
Lament, Hope and Action. (You will get a taste of that this morning as the service
continues.)

Today, we want to witness to the work of the Spirit among us, and ask for your
participation.

We are not asking you to join demonstrations or testify at government meetings,
nor to adopt a specific political agenda -- though we as Christians should not shy
away from such things. We ask only that you join us in the goals we have set, and,
to take one common action to profess trust in our God who sustains us all.

The goals of our group are to ground ourselves in Scripture and prayer, remain
committed to non-violent action, and openly share our faith and values love,
justice and mercy when facing injustice. We seek to learn from historic Christian
responses in times of tribulation, take visible action to speak truth to power,
nurture hope in our church and community, and support one another in these
commitments. | hope you feel you too can support those things.

The common action we ask you to join us in is this:

CANDLE LIGHTING

Every evening, as a spiritual exercise of faith and commitment to the cause of the
Gospel, FATSAT members are beginning the practice of gathering our individual
households to light a candle in the window of our homes. We do this to bear
witness the whole night through that the light of Christ shines in the darkness and
darkness cannot and will not overcome it. It is an exercise for the health of our




souls, an action of trust in the God we worship, and a declaration that we believe
that adherence to the values Jesus taught can lead to our salvation as a society.

Lighting the Christ candle is a powerful act of hope, symbolizing the light Jesus
brings, reminding us that love and compassion can overcome the deepest despair.

By lighting the Christ candle we declare our commitment to stand against hatred
and fear, prejudice and inequity. It encourages us to reflect Christ’s love, and to

seek peace in our communities.

| am asking Tom Heavey to come forward and “light” the candle today, because
Tom was the one who brought the idea of candle lighting to us in the first place.

Today, each household will receive a candle as you leave the sanctuary. Light it
tonight. Soon, if the Spirit so leads, we hope to share this ritual with the whole of
the ELCA. Someday, there may be lights shining throughout the nation, in
testimony to the faithfulness of God and the power of Gospel faith and values. |




