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For Such a Time As This (“FATSAT”) Meeting Notes 

 November 9, 2025 

Peace Lutheran Church, Tacoma 

Note-taker: Jo Nivling Izquierdo  

Opening and Candle Lighting: Lynn 

What about the candle is important? The group offered: 

- Candles require tending 
- We’re in dark times and this group brings light to our lives 
- It’s a tradition of the Christian faith. Acolytes as kids, first thing we did to participate, 

light the candle, and then carry that light out into the world 
- It’s small but holds its space and it’s visible to others 
- It’s calming 
- In order to do this work you have to believe that a different future and outcome is 

possible. You can light inifinite candles from that one light, and it won’t diminish  
- The ritual is important.  
- It’s a gentle light 
- It has deep resonance of what it means to be human. Generation after generation 

has had some form of fire or candle to penetrate the darkness. We 
participate/connect with that 

- Putting the (fake) candle on parents’ bible. Symbolizes past and also moving onto 
the future. Being in a river, the stories that get passed down in the tradition, part of 
that. 

- Links us to humanity 
- Ancestors, people who were enslaved, seeing a candle lit in a room meant that was 

a safe place. Times are dark again like they were then. That light connects to those 
hard times.  

- Reminded of “Be ready,” like the parable of the virgins and oil lamps; and the quote 
“be a light, be a flame, be a beacon” by actress Kate Fleming, who would say this to 
herself each time before she went on stage. 

Lynn encouraged us to take a moment each time we light our candle in the window to 
think of what it can mean. Don’t let the lighting become rote. 

 

Lament: Rick 
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Rick sang Psalm 130 (music of his own) and provided a reflection. 

In particular, we reflected on verses 3-4; 

“If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 

    Lord, who could stand? 
 But there is forgiveness with you, 

    so that you may be revered.” 

And verses 5-6: 

“I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, 

    and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

    more than watchmen for the morning.” 

Words of lament from the group: 

• In a country with so many resources, People aren’t able to eat, feed their 
children, and when the person in charge was told to give the money, and he 
appealed to the Supreme Court so he wouldn’t have to give it all. 

• Trump didn’t come out of nowhere. There’s a culture, body of behavior that 
ushered him in. Where did that come from?  

 

Hope: Lynn 

A reflection from A Beautiful Year by Diana Butler Bass, published 2025 

- Two ways to mark time in the year. The Roman imperial calendar and the Church 
calendar.  

o Roman imperial calendar marks time of dominance 
o Jewish and then Christian calendar. Marks occasions about forgiveness, 

compassion, vulnerability, justice, peacemaking. That’s the way Christians 
mark time when they pay attention. Entering Advent, time of waiting, 
remembering those are the values to follow.  

- We are not powerless – we need to remember where our values are. Compassion, 
relationship, caring for others, fostering community. Those values have been 
subversive to the world of the Roman calendar for centuries. 

Lynn also had these book recommendations:  

https://kingsbookstore.com/search?q=a%20beautiful%20year%20Diana%20butler%20bass
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For such A Time As This: An Emergency Devotional, Hanna Reichel 

How We Learn to Be Brave- by Mariann Edgar Budde (the bishop at National 
Cathedral who preached about mercy in front of Trump at the inauguration 
ceremony) 

Song: “I Know Where I’ve Been” by Queen Latifah. An anthem from “Shampoo.” Looks back, 
and it’s an anthem that grabs you and pulls you forward.  

Lynn provided a handout with the lyrics, and we listened to a recording of the song. We 
reflected on the lyrics and the experience of listening to the song, afterward.  

 

Action: All 

Letter to the bishop: we’re pausing on this for now. Ben has worked on it and will share the 
letter in its current draft with the steering committee 

Planning for Adult Education hour, Sunday December 21. 

What is important for the congregation to hear from us? What does the congregation need 
to hear about themselves? There are people who would like to be here but are too busy. 
What can we say to them that will give them hope and empowerment?  

- Other groups in the church have more action-oriented concrete purpose. This one 
has more . . . imagining and discernment? Being people of faith together and 
imagining what it looks like, collective and individually, to be people of faith in this 
world. 

- Hearken back to Lynn’s original wording of invitation to the group in the bulletin 
- The group helps us know we’re not alone. Feeling the way we do, having hope, 

wanting action to change it. 
- All action requires energy and energy requires a source. Is this group a retreat? A 

battery pack?  
- Part of who we are is a longing for direct action. The idea for the action can come 

from anyone, not just people at this table.  
- This space has an inward journey, almost like a texture, and then there’s the outward 

journey 

What should our format be? Initial discussion, more next month 

- Panel? 4-5-6 people to present and take questions?  
- Use the Lament, Hope, Action model and do it with the congregation. Experiencing it 

could help them see the importance of this work 

https://kingsbookstore.com/book/9780802885920
https://kingsbookstore.com/book/9780593539217
https://youtu.be/I1AzWdo3fZw
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Conversation turned to whether and how our “action” can be more effective 

- Where do people in the congregation and in the neighborhood who are actively 
being harmed by the things we talk about see the relevance of this effort?  Have we 
figured that out yet?  

- Trump has opened up a world of ministry needs for a living church.  How can we be 
involved? Connected with other churches?  

- We discussed our church leaders’ call for people to donate grocery store gift cards 
for the church to give to those in need. Especially while SNAP benefits are disrupted, 
and people aren’t being paid. 

- We discussed perhaps each of us in the group committing to bring gift cards in to 
the church this week. 

Announcements and Closing 

- Recommending we all bring grocery store gift cards to the church office.   
Recommending cards in denominations of $25 and $50. 
 

- Andrew Wright is speaking at the Veterans Day event at Tollefson Plaza on anti-
militarism 
 

- Steering Committee recommends pausing on using the Living Undivided  resource 
that Diane had brought forward. We don’t feel ready to focus on one resource yet, as 
we continue to create and discover who we are as a group 
 

- Lisa and Ben very graciously gave us all Dietrich Bonhoeffer devotionals!! (Thank you 
Ben and Lisa!!) 
 

Closing: Lynn read the “Blessing when the World is Ending” by Jan Richardson 

 

 
 

 

https://paintedprayerbook.com/2016/07/18/blessing-when-the-world-is-ending/

