Minutes of First Gathering of the For Such a Time as This Group

May 12, 2025

Group participants attending: Carol Watson, Jo Nivling, Nancy Heavey, Pat Ferguson,
Andrew Wright, Ryan Parker-Lee, Sarah Parker-Lee, Rick Trombley, Kit Thompson, Sally
Perkins, Lynn Longfield

Opened with prayer and brief administrative details.

Group members shared their thoughts about the three questions that Lynn had posed
about reasons for wanting to be part of this group, an individually meaningful guiding
Scripture, and where each person envisioned the group being in six months to a year.

Based on the group sharing, next steps identified by this group included:

= Sharing and articulating our common faith and values effectively

= Studying what Christians before us have done during times of upheaval and stress.
Examples are Quakers during the era of slavery, Christians in Nazi Germany, the US
civilrights movement, Pope Leo XIV vision casting

= Examining opportunities in our own community to share our faith and values

= |dentifying places of hope in our church and community

Not allinterested people could attend on May 12 so a second meeting will be held June 3 to
have the same conversation and gather their thoughts.

The plan for moving forward will then be updated to include the June 3 perspectives.

Scheduling for meeting times in June, July, Augustis in its early stages (tentatively the May
12 group supports a monthly meeting schedule, and we need to add the June 3
perspectives to the schedule planning).

People were asked to indicate times they definitely COULD NOT attend. The results
indicated just a couple random evenings, Friday evenings, Saturday afternoons, or Sundays
were our only hope of allowing everyone to attend. Maybe after the 11am worship on
Sunday with a light lunch included would be our best option? Lynn will send out a Doodle
Survey to check.



