
Notes from FATSAT Monthly Meeting 

June 14, 2026 

Opening Comments 

Building A Playlist for Justice Workers: People shared a piece of music (religious or 
secular) that has inspired them to stay the course as a worker for justice. We will create a 
playlist. Any time you find music that has made a difference, please bring it to the group. 

FATSAT Playlist  
“Stand” by Sly and the Family Stone - Diane 
“Streets of Minneapolis” by Bruce Springsteen - Pat 
“Where Have All the Flowers Gone?” by Pete Seeger - Sally 
“Peace on Earth" by Rachelle Ferell - Lucas 
“Another Day in Paradise” by Phil Collins - Diane 
“No More Auction Block for Me” by Odetta - Lynn 
 

Lament: Ben shared a worldwide lament – Ahead of its first match in the 2026 World Cup, 
the Haitian national soccer team was forced to make a last-minute change. FIFA, the 
sport’s global governing body, said the jersey design violated its rules, which ban political 
slogans or imagery. FIFA didn’t elaborate on which components of the jersey were 
problematic, but it is most likely the depiction of the only successful slave uprising. 
He also shared a personal lament – Attending Sunday worship is uplifting for him, but 
sometimes he feels discouraged and overwhelmed with so much going on and so many 
needs in our world. Remind me God of all your children hanging on by a thread. Where is 
my fire, my righteous anger? Loose your terrible swift sword, speak your word into the 
hearts of those in charge in our government. 
Discussion included the idea that making your lament audible and visible is the beginning 
of what God will do next. Lament is essential to spiritual health. 

Hope: Lucas read his poem “The Thing That Gathers” from his book of poetry by the same 
name. Hope precedes abundance and is illustrated by the powerful imagery in the poem. 
Let’s not put hope on a pedestal but look for it everywhere. 

Action: Diane attended a meeting with the Black Collective on the project “Independent 
Civilian Oversight of the Tacoma Police Department” which is led by the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Coalition. David Alger said we need to be the voice for the Black people. Pastor 
John attended that meeting; the group will come to Peace for an education hour. 
Brian Humphreys of Associated Ministries is bringing together religious groups working on 
social justice. Our FATSAT group was interested in attending the event on July 12 but 
learned a smaller contingent would be best. Three FATSAT people will attend, and the rest 
of us will meet as usual at Peace on July 12. 
The Black Collective has a series on voting rights. We have to talk with all of our friends 
about voting. Many people are not politically knowledgeable’ it is important to talk in 
practical terms. The US Supreme Court has weakened voting rights. 



 
 
A TIME OF ASSESSMENT:  
 
What about FATSAT has worked well for you this year? 
Level of trust, I can say what I feel and think. 
To be in a room with people who lament the same way I do. I am not going through this by 
myself. Good to know there are people not of color who support people of color. Rooted in 
faith. 
I am reasonably sheltered. Nice to have information flow. Larger picture that is local. 
Reachable, informative. People who are very active in that world. Enriching personally for 
me, grateful for people who share what they know. 
Expands our horizons, can get momentum by joining. 
Lament – hope – action format, appreciate work people put into this – is centering. 
Liturgy meets spiritual needs, appreciate being in community with people who have like 
concerns. 
Size of group and commitment level. 
Best of what we have been able to forge. Useful as we look forward. 
 
What has not worked for you? 
Way to communicate with one another in between meetings. 
Communication – need to do some work on this. Not a lack of commitment or interest. 
Curiosity and wonder – have gone to services, participation is diverse. Not equating to who 
is coming to FATSAT. What are BIPOC people not responding to? 
After FATSAT worship service. Brendan – people are tired. People may see it as just another 
meeting. Can we make it sound more interesting? People are involved in so many things. 
Congregation workload is immense. 
Wonder if some people would like this group to be more action oriented.  
We think of our church as diverse, but we do not have numbers of people of color.  
People who aren’t retired have less time. 
 
If you could change one thing as we move into our second year, what would it be? 
Building in a feature artist, music or poetry or visual, social justice themes. Could invite 
other people from the congregation. Feed our souls. 
Inspiring, moving sermons such as those by the pope and Martin Luther King, Jr. You don’t 
live if you don’t commit to something that is risky.  
Any action we are doing comes out of our faith, make that explicit. 
Make doing one worship service a year about FATSAT to include more people.  
Serving a Friday night meal together. Sense of joint action. Humble action.  
Longing for more joint action. Connecting directly to our congregation. More solidly 
connected to our faith.  
 
 
 



REPORTS 
FATSAT Retreat and Funding Report, including grant, focus, leadership and venue. Lynn, 
Tom, Diane, Lucas and Andrew have agreed to lead this effort. 
Sally wrote a grant to get an anti-racism grant from the church fir approximately $1,200. 
Response: should have more people involved, more specifically focused on antiracism. 
There are other funds available. We will request funding from the council. 
Committee will work on planning. Cedarbook Lodge? Other churches? Mid to late 
October? Facilitators not yet nailed down. Would it be open to others? Council and anti-
racism team could be invited. Important to include Manis as well as other people of color. 
  
Bishop Marshall’s visit September 20. He would like to meet with us that Sunday. We will 
change our regular meeting from September 13 to September 20. 
Letter is done and will be sent out after steering committee has signed it.  
 
Report from Election Group:  
Sally offered to do some research on what affects us directly in Washington state. 
She passed out copies of a document about rule proposed by the U.S. Postal service that 
could be a threat to mail ballots being counted. See the attached “USPS Ballot Mail Action 
Alert” 
Actions we can take:  

• Send a letter to the Washington Secretary of State 
• Submit a comment: 

Email: PCFederalRegister@usps.gov 
Subject line (must say exactly this): Ballot Mail 
Include: Your name and mailing address in the body of the email. 
Deadline: July 2, 2026. Must be received by that date. 

 
 
Closing Reflection and Prayer 
We are not here to see through one another, but to see one another through. 
“Hope begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just show up and try to do the right 
thing, the dawn will come.”   Anne Lamott 
Lynn led us in reading responsively a “Litany for the End of Our First Year.” 
 
Next Meeting: July 12, 2026. 12:30 – 2 pm  
Opening – ?   Lament – ?  Hope – ?  Action – ? 
Three FATSAT people will attend the Inter-Church Lunch n Share on that date. Watch for 
more information but plan to meet as usual at Peace at 12:30 that day.  
 
Future meetings: 
September – We will change the date to September 20 so that Bishop Marshall may attend. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kit 


