
ACTION ALERT 

Your Mail Ballot Is at Risk 

Comment deadline: July 2, 2026  •  Takes 10 minutes  •  Prepared by Sally Perkins 

What Is Happening 

The U.S. Postal Service has proposed a rule that would allow it to refuse to deliver mail-in ballots if 
states do not meet new federal requirements. Washington is an all-mail voting state. Every Pierce 
County voter votes by mail. If this rule takes effect and something goes wrong — a missed 
deadline, a technical error in a federal portal, a formatting problem — ballots would not be delivered 
to voters. 

 

The rule is part of the same campaign as the SAVE Act, which has stalled in Congress. Rather than 
wait for Congress to act, the Trump administration issued an executive order directing USPS to 
create new conditions on ballot delivery. The rule was published June 2, 2026, and is open for 
public comment until July 2. 

The Specific Threat to Washington Voters 

• Washington’s election calendar does not match the rule’s timelines. The rule requires voter 
enrollment lists to be submitted to a new federal portal 30 days before the election. 
Washington begins mailing ballots 18 days before the election and accepts new voter 
registrations up to 8 days before. These timelines are incompatible. 

• Every outbound ballot and return envelope would need a new unique federal barcode. 
Counties would need to redesign their ballot envelopes and connect to a new federal system 
— before the November 2026 midterms. 

• If a county makes a technical error in the portal — or if the portal itself fails — USPS could 
refuse to accept the ballot mailing. Voters bear the consequence of an error they did not 
cause. 

• The rule creates a new federal database of every mail voter’s name, address, and individual 
ballot tracking code — explicitly available to law enforcement — with no privacy protections 
yet designed. 

 

COURT BATTLES ARE UNDERWAY — BUT WON’T BE FINISHED BY JULY 2. 

23 states and the NAACP have filed lawsuits. Courts may block this rule. But the comment 
period closes July 2 regardless of the litigation, and a strong public record of opposition helps 
both the courts and Congress. Your comment matters now. 

How to Submit a Comment (Takes About 10 Minutes) 

Email: PCFederalRegister@usps.gov 

Subject line (must say exactly this): Ballot Mail 

Include: Your name and mailing address in the body of the email. 

Deadline: July 2, 2026. Must be received by that date. 

  



 

WRITE IN YOUR OWN WORDS. DO NOT CUT AND PASTE. 

These templates are starting points only. Read them to understand the argument, then write 
your comment in your own words. It does not matter how many people send identical comments 
— they are all batched together and counted as exactly one comment. One. Every person who 
writes in their own words, even just two or three sentences, is a separate voice on the record. 

 

If the email portal is not working, mail your comment to: Director, Product Classification, U.S. Postal 
Service, 475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 4446, Washington, DC 20260-5015. A mailed letter counts 
the same as an email. 

 

Here are three starting points — read them, then say it in your own words: 

If you are a Washington voter: 

"I am a registered voter in [city], Washington. In Washington, all registered voters vote by mail — 
there is no meaningful in-person alternative. The proposed USPS rule would require the state to 
submit voter enrollment data to a new federal portal on a timeline that conflicts with Washington’s 
state-law election calendar. If the state cannot meet the federal deadline, or if there is any technical 
failure in the new portal system, eligible voters like me would simply not receive our ballots. I oppose 
this rule because it creates federal conditions on ballot delivery that could disenfranchise eligible 
Washington voters through no fault of their own." 

 

If you work with community members who rely on mail voting: 

"I work with [organization or describe your role] in Pierce County. The people I serve — [seniors / 
people with disabilities / people experiencing housing instability / etc.] — depend on mail ballots as 
their primary or only realistic means of voting. Any disruption to reliable ballot delivery in Washington 
would directly reduce their ability to participate in elections. The proposed rule introduces new 
federal requirements that, if not perfectly met, would result in ballots not being delivered at all. I urge 
USPS not to adopt a rule that makes mail voting contingent on administrative compliance with a new 
federal system that does not yet exist." 

 

If you are a faith or community leader: 

"On behalf of [organization], I am writing to oppose the USPS proposed rule on federal ballot mail. 
Our community is committed to ensuring that every eligible voter can participate in elections. 
Washington’s all-mail voting system is the primary means by which our members vote. This rule 
creates new federal conditions that could result in ballots not being mailed to eligible voters if state 
or county election offices cannot comply perfectly with a new federal system on a compressed 
timeline. The right to vote should not depend on whether a federal portal works correctly. We ask 
USPS to withdraw this rule." 

 

Questions or want to coordinate? Contact Sally Perkins•  Comment deadline: July 2, 2026 


