LETTER TO THE BISHOP
Dear Bishop Marshall,

We wish to thank you for the direction you have taken in your ministry as Bishop of our
Southwestern Washington Synod. Your pastoral leadership and commitment to serving our
diverse communities is a gift. We also are extremely grateful for your not only calling for
action against Christian Nationalism, for the protection of marginalized communities, and
for an emphasis on peace, justice and equality for all people, but for your backing up your
beliefs with action.

At Peace Lutheran Church in Tacoma’s Hilltop, many people in our congregation struggle
with the direction our country is taking, and its impacts on our community, under the
current federal administration.

We kept asking ourselves, “what do we, everyday people, do at a time such as

this?” Mordecai’s words to Queen Esther echo down the centuries. Mordecai told Esther,
“If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another
place...but who knows, you may have come to the kingdom for such a time as this!”

The pointis that at every critical moment in history, the Spirit calls God’s people to act.

In his book Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson reminds us, “The true measure of our commitment
to justice, the character of our society, our commitment to the rule of law, fairness, and
equality, cannot be measured by how we treat the rich, the powerful, the privileged, and the
respected among us. The true measure of our character is how we treat the poor, the
disfavored, the accused, the incarcerated, and the condemned.” We believe this.

We formed a group for mutual support and conversation, and the group chose the
prophetic format of Lament, Hope, and Action, to guide our monthly times
together...Lament as a commitment to truth-telling; Hope as a cornerstone of our faith; and
Action as a requirement of faithfulness.

Grounded in historic Christian responses to violence and injustice, we are determined to
face these present threats confronting our country today. We do not require uniform
political action or beliefs...only a shared commitment to live our faith publicly and
nonviolently, as Jesus teaches us. We take to heart His declaration in Matthew

5, “Blessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall become the children of God”, as well
as the prophet Micah’s admonition to “do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with
your God”.

There IS one common action that we invite everyone in our congregation to take. Each
evening we light a candle in the window of our homes, bearing withess the whole night



through, that the light of Christ, as St. John testifies, shines on in the darkness and the
darkness will not overcome it. Itis an exercise for the health of our souls, an action of trust
in the God we worship, and a declaration that we believe that love and compassion can
overcome the deepest despair.

Each household in our congregation received their own candle with the attached
explanation of the power of lighting a candle in times like these.

Many people in our congregation have reported that this practice has made a difference—
in their level of hope for the future, in the solidarity of their family’s doing this together each
night, and their commitment to taking action for the sake of the Gospel values that Jesus
preached.

We share this with you in the hope that our experience might be of interest to others with
similar worries and hopes as ours.

Our dream is that someday, people of good faith throughout the nation will place candles in
their windows as a witness to their commitment to living out, in tangible ways, the values of
peace, justice, mercy, compassion and love.

Should you have questions, or interest in learning more about what we are up to, we’d love
a conversation.

Thank you, and may it be so.
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